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7 E have already taken a general Survey of. 
IA] the Fable and Charaéters in A4iiton’s Para- 
WY dife Loft: The Parts which remain tobe 
mr * = confider'd,according to Ari/fotle’sMethod, 
the Sratiments andthe Language. Before I enter 
athe firtt of thefe, I mutt advertife my Reader, 
skis my Defign as foon as I have finifhed my ge- 
wi Reflections on thefe tour feveral Heads, to 
particular Inftances out of the Poem which is 
Hiefore us of Beauties and Imperfe&ions which 
b obferved under each of them, as alfo of 
er Particulars as may not properly fall 
any of them. This 1 thought fic to premife, 
Pith Reader may not judge too hattily of this 
of Criticifm, or look upon it as Imperfect, 
y he has feen the whole Extent of it. 
beSentiments in an Epic Poem are the Thoughts 
Behaviour which the Author afcribes to the 
s whom he introduces, and are jaf? when 
e conformable to the Chara@tcrs of the feve- 
fons. The Sentiments have likewife a rela- 
Ro Things as well as Perfuns, and are then 
Bewhen they are fuch as are adapted to the 
ea. lf in cicher of chefe Cafes thei oet argues, 
iplains, incenifies or diminithes, raifes Love or 
bed, ’ity > \error, or any other Paffion, we 
sto contiaer whether the Sentiments he makes 
Mf are proper for thefe Ends. Homer is cen- 
by the Criticks for his Deieét as to this Parti- 
in feveral parts of the Iliad and Ocyffey,tho’ at 
Memetime thofs who have treated this great Poet 
FCandour, have attributed this Detect to: the 
ies'in whichhelived. It was the fault ofthe Age, 
mot of Homer, if there wants that Delicacy in 
eof his Sentiments, which appears in the Works 
Men of a much inferior Genius. Befides, ifthere 
PBlemithes in any particular Thoughts, there is 
MGnite Beauty in the greateft part of them. In 
h if there are many Poets who wou’d not have 
Minto the meanefs of forme of his Sentiments, 
Rabare none who cou’d have rife up to the Great- 
MBoorhers. Virgil has excelled all others inthe 
Meeitety of his Sentiments. Milton fhines likewife 
it tuchin thisParticular: Nor muft we omit one 
ilidetation which adds to his Honour and Repu- 
Wh, Homer and Virgil introduced Perfons whofe 
‘MaGers are commonly known og lana and 
Mh % are to be met with either in Hiftory,. or in 
pny Converfation. Milton's CharaGters, moft 
ie, lie out of Nature, and were to be formed 
‘iy by his own Iavention. It thews a greater 
Mins inf Shake/pear to have drawn his Calyban, than 
Riupar or Falixs Calor: The one was to be 
fied out of his own Imagination, whereas the 
| might have been formed upon Tradition, Hi- 
pat aad Obfervation. 
iit for Elomer to .find proper Sentiments. for an 
q. Mibly of Grecian Generals, than for Milto# to 
his infernal Councit witli proper Chara-: 


whe 


It was much éafiér there-° 


3 ‘ following Words ; 
mand infpire them with averiety of Sentiments... .. ae eer : 


The Loves of Dido and eAincas are only Topies of 
what has paffed between other Perfons. Adam and 
Eve, before the Fall,area different Species trom that 
of Mankind, who are defcended frdm thein ; and 
none but a Poet of the moft unbounded Invention, 
and the moft exquifite Judgment, cou’d have filled 
their Converfation and Behaviour: with fach Beau- 
tifal Circumftances during their State of Innocence. 

Nor is it fafficient for an Epic Poem to be filled 
with fuch Thoughts as are Nazwra/, unleisit abound 
alfo with fuch as are Sublime. Virgil in this Particular 
falls thortof Hozier. He has not indeed fo many 
Thoughts that are Low and Vulgar; but atthe fame 
time has not fo many Thoughts that are Sublime 
and Noble, The truch of it is, Virgil feldom rifes 
into very aftonifhing Sentiments, where heis not fired 
bythe Iiad. He every where charms and pleafes us 
by. the force of his own Genius; but feldom ele- 
vates and tranfports us where he does not fetch his 
Hints from Homer. 

Miltox’s chief Talent, and indeed his diftinguith- 
ing Excellence, lies in the Sublimity of his Thoughts. 
There are others of the Moderns who rival hifn in 
every other part of Poetry; but in the greatnefs of 
his Sentiments he triumphs over all the Poets both 
Modern and Ancient, Homer only excepted. It is 
impoflible for the Imagination of Man to diftend it 
{elf with greater Ideas, than thofe which he has laid 
together in his firft and fixth Book. The feventh, 
which ‘defcribes the Creation of the World, is like- 
wile wonderfully Sublime, tho” not fo apt to ftic 
up Emotionin the Mind of the Reader, nor conte- 
quently fo ae in the Epic way of Writing, be- 
caufe it is filled with lefs A@ion. Let the Reader 
compare what Longinus has obferved on feveral Paf- 
fages in Homer, and he will find Parallels for mott 
.Of them in the Paradife ié. 

From what has been faid we may infer, that as 
there are two kinds of Sentiments, the Natural and 
the Sublime, which are always to be purfued in an He- 
roic Poem, there are alfo two kinds of Thoughts 
which are carefully to beavoided. The firft arefuch 
as are affeéted and usinatural; the fecond fuch asare 
mean and vulgar. Asforthe firft kind of Thoughts we 
meet with little or nothing that is like themin Vir- 
gil: Hehas none of thofe little Points and Puerilities 
rthat are fo often to be met with in Ovid, none of the 
Epigrammatick Turns of Lacax, none of thofe{wel- 
ling Sentiments which are fo frequent in Statizs and 
Claudsan, none of thofe mixed Embellifhments of Za/- 

0. Every thing is juft and natural. His Sentiments fiew 
that he had a perfect Infight into Human Nature, and 


‘that~he knew every thing which was «the moft pro- 


per to:affe& it. I remember but one Line in him 
which has been objeéted againft, by the Criticks, as 
a point of Wit. It is in his ninth Book, where 
Sano fpeaking of the Trojaus, how they furvived 
the Ruins of their City, expreffes her {elf in the 


sae ._ # 


Num 





Num capii potuere Capi, num incenfa crewarunt 
Pergama? —-—— ; 


Were the Trojans takem even after they were Cap- 
tives, or did Tzoy burneven when-it was in Flames? 
Mr. Drydew has in fore Plaées, which |may here- 
after take notice of, mifteprefented Virgil’s way of 
thinking as to this Particular, in the Tranflation he has 
givett us ofthe e#xeid. | do not remember that 
tomer any where falis into the Faults above menti- 
oned, which were indeed the falfe Refinements of 
later Ages. Milton, it muft be confeft, has 
fometimnes erred in this Refpe&, as I fhall thew 
more at large in another Paper; tho’ confidering 
how all the Poets of the Age in which he writ, 
were infeéted with this wrong way of thinking, he 
is rather to be admired that he did not give more 
into it, than that he did fometimes comply with 
that vicious Tafte which prevails fo much among 
Modern Writers. 

But fince feveral Thoughts may be natural which 
are low and groveling, an Epic Poet fhould not on- 
ly avoid fuch Sentiments as are unnatural or affeét- 
ed, but alfo fuch as are low and vulgar. Homer 
has opened a great Field of Railleryto Men of more 
Delicacy thai Greatnefs of Genius, by the Home- 
linefs 6f fome of his Sentiments. But, as { have 
before faid, thefe are rather to be imputed to the 
Simplicity of the Age in which he lived, to which 
I may alfo add, of that which he defcribed, thanto 
any Imperfe@tion in that Divine Poet. Zotlus, a- 
mongthe Ancients, and Monfieur Perraxlt, among 
the Moderus, puthed their Ridicule very far upon 
him, on account of fume fuch Sentiments. There 
is no Blemith to be obferved in Virgil under this 
Head, and but very few in AZlec:. 

I thall give but-one Inftance of this Impropriety 
of Sentiments in Homer, and atthe fame timecom- 
pare it with an Inftance of the fame nature, both in 
Pirgiland Mélton. Sentiments which raife Laugh- 
ter, can very feldom be admitted with any decen- 
cy into an Heroic Poem, whofe Bufinefs it is to 
excite Peflions of a much nobler Nature. _ Homer, 
however, in his Characters of Vulcaz and Therfites, 
in his Story of Mars and Venus, in his Behaviour 
of Jrus, and in other Paffages, has been obferved 
to have lapfed into the Burlefque Chafaéter, andto 
have departed from that ferious Air which feems effen- 
tial to the Magnificence of an Epic Poem. | remember 
but one Laugh in the whole exeid, which rifes in the 
Fifth Book upon AZonetes, where he is reprefented as 
thrown overboard, and drying himfelf upon a Rock. 
Lut this Piece of Mirth is fo well timed, that the 
fevereft Critick can have nothing to fay againttit, 
for it is in the Book of Games and Diverfions, 
where the Reader’s Mind may be fuppofed to be 
fufficiently relaxed for fuch an Entertainment. The 
only Piece of Pleafantry in Paradife Loft, is where 
the Evil Spirits are defcribedas rallying the Angels 
upon the Succefs of their new-invented Artillery. 
This Paffage 1 look upon to be the fillieft in the 
whole Poem, as being —_— elfe but a ftring of 
Punns, and thofe too very indifferent ones, 

—--—— Satan beheld their. Plight, 

And to bis Mates thus in derifion call’d, 

O Friends, why come nut on thefe Victors proud! 
Ever while they fierce were coming, and when we, 
‘Jo entertain them fair with open Front, 

And Breaft,(what could we more) pro 

Of Compofition, firait they chang’d their Minds, 

Flew oft, aud into ftrange Vagaries fell, 

As they Would dance, yet for a Dance they feemi'd 

Somewhat extravagant, and wild, perbaps - 


time of Sale. Catalogues thall be timely difpers’d 
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For Foy of offer’d Peace; bat I fuppofe 
If our Propofuls once again main 
We fovuld compel them to a quick Refuk: 

0 whom thus Belial ix like Same forne ind | 
Leader, the Terms we fent, were Terms of wes 
v hard.Contents, 4 xd. full of force rgd bey 4 

uch as we might perceive amus'd then gt 
And ftumbled many; who receives thempigh 
Had need, from Head to Root, well underhou. 
Not underftood, this Gift they have befides, * 
“rr us wher our Foes walk not ups 
Lhus they amg themfelves in pleafaat ig 
Stood fcoffing — 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Never Aéted before, Soy 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedian, ee 


‘ 1 i ae 

At the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane this on 
fent Sawurday, che 19ch Day of January, will he pef esy 

New Comedy cal.’d The P -rplex'd Lovers. By her Myjely'é : J ‘fea 
mand no Perfons areto be admitted b:hindthe Scen.s. - Sul 
At the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, th Pere 
prefen: Saturday, being the 19th Day of January, will be perfrgi eh 

an Opera called Antiochus, The Box*s 8s. Pit 5s. Fist Gallery 2144 eet 
Upper Gallery rs, 6d. Boxes upon che Stage dulf a Guine:, No * ae 
foo to be admined withou: Tickeis, To begin exatiy at gix, ae 


For the Entertainment of his Highnefs Prince 
of Savoy, at Stationer’s-Hall, 
On Monday next, being the 21f Infant, wil 
p:rformed a Cenfort of Vocal and Inftrumenta! MuG k, to by 
6 aClock, Tickets are to be had a: Chirles Lillie’s, a Perfume, 
the Corner of Beauford Buildings in the Surand, and a: Mr. Mant 
at the Temple Tavern in Fletftieer, at ¢s.éac:. No Perfon wi 
admited with:uc Tickets. N. B. The Tickets delivered toga 
18:h Inftane atthe Gulden Balls ia tlarc-ftre:t will be takea tem 
Entertainment, 3 
This Day is Publithed by A. Baldwin in Warwith 
Lane, 
A Sermon on the Faft day, January 16, 17506 
againft fuchas delight in War. By a Divine of the Chu ch of By 
land, Printed fur Sam. Buckley, at the Do'phin in Little Baas 
Price 3°. es 
A Courfe of Experiments in order to dem 
firate the Laws ot the Gravarations of Fluids, Tre varioys 
ties of che Airin relation to its Weight, Spring, Neceffity of ial 
fencein the Con{crvation of Life, and Produétion cf Frameand$, 
Tc gether with feveral ncw Experiments coucaing Light anid Blof 
proauceable on the Attrition of Bodies, Experiments conca 
diffrent Refra&ion of a 7 of Light paffing thru’ ditterem 
Experimen:s thewing the Eff. & of Viciated A'r on the Lives 
mals, Experiments tovching the Tranfparency of feveral B dirtia 
Dark under the Circumttances ot aVacuam end At:riten, fala 
phur, Sealing-Wax and Pitch. The Nacure of Vifion exolined; @ 
the various Properties ot Oprick Gliffes demorftrated. W:1I bagie 
Mr. Fra. Hauksbee’s, Ser. F. R. S, in Hind-Court, Fleeting) 
Monday thearft Inftint; where Subfcriptions are taken in, ard grit 
Acccunts more at large given. He being the on'y Prrfsa to whe 
the late Impruvements are owi'g. N. PB. There wil} be Led 
phaining the feveral Hesds, “ 
An excellent Collection of the late Earl of Jerltyi 
PiGares by the beft Itslian and other Mafters, will be Sold by y 
this Day the 19th Inflanr, ac Mr. Syke’s Houfe the two Golda ' 
in Portugal-rew in Lincoln’sInn Fields; the Scle ty begin @ite : 
Clock. Catalogues why be uad at che Place of Sate. ss 
For SALE by the CANDLE. * */ eee 
On Thurfday the 24th Inftant, at Garraway'sQ#! : 
fee-houfe in Exchange Alley in Cornhil, at 3 ia the NQO8: 
one Cask in a Lot) 87 Hogthe.ds of excellent, French C = ti 
Ja Fie, la Tour, Margavx. Obrion, and ether of the brit Growl iH - 
France, deep, bright, and of the cruc Flavour, &t for prefen Day 
ing, having been. racked in France, and remain negt as they 
(not one Hogthead of Claret Sold outof thefe Vaults) compe 
ing the Cargo of .he Ship Chriftine, Man{c nei 


Borge fon Matter, 3 

Bourdesux, purfuant to an A& made che left Seffiond 6 

The faid Wises are now in Vaul's ig, Token wule-jedeee 
back-fide of Leadenhall Coff.c houfe in Leadenhall Areet, to bel 

and talted next Tuefday the ead, and Wedn fday che 23d Be 

frem 8 ¢0 1, and from 2 to y, and all Thurfd.y (as above) 


from 
ment, 


Broker. 5 ‘ a 
Dr. mena Sal testes V clatiie Beg uibl 
the A i her Majefty’ ious | 

we Gn el ne a ctl ed Ei 

and Reemil at his Howfe in Salisbury Court gear Fleechreets: 

rituous Liquors, may be had gratis; 

ragemenc given to Exporcere and Reualere: 3 
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LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little Britait jit 


» Pied 


Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warcwiek-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken Wy 


as alfo by Charles Lillie, Verfumer, 


the Sfraud, 


at the 


Corner of. Beaxfard. Buildings 





